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In Spain the duke of Lerma, defirous to 
give fome proof of vigour in the beginning of 
his adminftration, fitted out a fieet of fifty 
fhips of war, which he put under the command 
of Don Martin de Padilla, and fent to cruife 
againft the Englifh ; but this enterprize proved 
equally unfortunate as moft of the ‘ormer ones 
which the Spaniards had undertaken againft 
their northern enemies. Padilla had not been 
many days at fea when a violent {torm arofe, 
which obliged him, without having feen the 
Enelith fleet, to return to Spain. 


Tus duke of Lerma was more fuccefsful in 
the meafure which at this time he fuggeited 
to the king for conciliating the affetions of 
his fubjeéts in Arragon, who had been difguft- 
ed by the treatment which they had received ii 
the formerteign. Philip and his young queen, 
accompanied by the duke and many other 
courtiers, having fet out to vifit the city of 
Saragofla, notice was fent to the inhabitants, 
by order of the king, that he could not enter 
their town with pleafure till the heads of thofe 
citizens, who had fuffered in the unfortunate 
allair of Antonio Perez, were taken dowa 
fiom the gates, and that infcription crafed 
which recorded their pretended crime. ‘This 
order, fy agreeable to the people, and which 
was inftantly obeyed, was accompained with 

the 
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the royal pardon to all thofe who had’ been 
concerned in the infurreétion, anda declara- 
tion, that the king could not be happy while 
any of his faithful fubjects had caufe of grief. 
He then made a magnificeat entry into the 
town, amidftthe ftrongeft demonftration of 
affection and joy on the part of the inhabitants; 
and foon after he folemnly confirmed all their 
rights and privileges *. 


Amonc the entertainments which the people 
cf Saragoffa prefented to their king on this 
occafion, there was one, which, at the prefent 
period, will appear fomewhat extraordinary ; a 
difpute held at the univerfity, at the confer- 
ring the degree of dodtor; the fubjeét of which 
was, whether the emperor be the lord or fo- 


vereign of the whole world + ? 


Durine the courfe of the tranfalicns that 
have been related, Albert and Ifabella arrived 
in the Netherlands t. They entered Bruffels 
with a f{plendid court and retinue, and were re- 
ceived with extraordinary magnificence. There 
was confiderable difficulty in adjufting the 
form of the oath of allegiance which they ad- 


* Gon. Davila, lib ii. cap. 8. + Davila. 
+ He hadi tarried much longer than his new fubjc&s 
had reafon to expect. but no contemporary hiitori:n has 
iaformed us of the reafon of his delay. 
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BOOK miniftered to their new fubjects ; and the ftates 
—-— of Brabant demanded that, beforehand, certain 


1599+ 


forts and citadels fhould be demolifhed, and 
the ancient rights and privileges of the pro- 
vince ratified; but, finding that the archdukes, 
(this was the title which Alkert and Ifabella 
now afiumed) were utterly averfe to comply 
with their requefts, they were perfuaded to 
defift from their purpofe, and agieed, though 
with much reluctance, to take tne oath re- 
quired. It was likewife a matter of great 
offence to the Flemings, that Albert, befides 
affuming the Spanifh drefs, and requiring to 
be ferved upon the knee, had formed his court 
according to the model of that of Spain, and 
in every thing adopted the Spanifh manners 
and cuftoms, in preference to thofe of the Ne- 
therlands. This conduct was probably intend- 
ed to gratify the Spaniards, on whom Albert 
faw he mutt principally depend during the 
continuance of the war; but it contributed to 
alienate the affections of his Flemifh fubjeéts, 
and to prevent them from exerting thenifelves 
with active zeal in his behalf *, 


He {tood however much in need, at the pre- 
dent juncture, of all the affiftance which they 
were able to afford. Although he had receiy- 


* Grotius, lib, viii. p. 379. & Bentivoglio, part. iii. lip. v. 


ed 
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ed a confiderable fupply from the duke of BOooK 
Lerma, before his departure from Spain, yet ae aes 
having, in conformity to the praétice of the “™ 
age, expended large fums in idle pomp and 

fhow, in his marriage folemnity, and his mag- 

nificent enterance into Bruffels, and other 

towns which he and Ifabella vifited on their 
acceffion, he found himfelf utterly unable to 
difcharge the arrears due to his troops, who no 

fooner entered their winter quarters than they 

began to mutiny againft their officers. ‘The a mutiny 
Spanith forces, to the numsber of two thoufand ak 
foot, and eight hundred hor, having aban- *°P* 
doned their commanders, teck poileifion of the 

town of Hamont, in the bifhcprick of Liege, 

where, having firit ftrengthened the fortifica- 

tions, they lived at free quarters on the inha~ 

bitants, and laid all the adjacent country under 
contribution. Their example was quickly 
followed by fixteen hundred Italians, and foon 
afterwards the garrifons of Crevecocur and St. 
Andrew, confifting of Germans and Walloons, 
expelled their officers, and ele€ted others from 

their own number in their room *. 


Prince Maurice having received informa- — 16» 
tion of thefe diforders, did net fuffer fo fa- 
yourable an opportunity of action to efcape, 


* See Metern, fol. 451. 
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After reducing the town of Wachtendonc, and 
the fort of Crevecocur, and making a fuccefs- 
ful attack on the Spanifh cavalry, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bois le Duc, where he pur near 
five hundred of them to the fword, he laid 
fiege to Saint Andrew. This fort, the only 
fruit of the operations of a whole campaign, 
the archduke juftly confidered as a place of 
the firft importance, both on account of the 
ftreneth of the fortifications, and the great ad- 
vantage which it afiorded him for invading 
the revolted provinces. He was therefore ex- 
tremely fclicitous to preferve it, and for this 
purpole afembied together at Bois le Duc fuch 
a body of troops as were deemed fufficient to 
raife the fiege. Of thefe troops he gave the 
command to Velafco, by whom the fort had 
been erected; and on the part of this officer 
no time was unneceffarily loft. But all his 
attempts were rendered ineffectual by the vi- 
gilance and forefight of Maurice, who, befides 
fertifying his camp and ll the approaches to 
it, had cut the dyke of the Maete, and laid all 
the low grounds betwixt it and Bois le Duc 
under water. ‘The garrifon confiited of twelve 
hundred men, who although they had muti- 

red againft their officers, yet regarding the 
fort as their only pledge, for the payment of 
their arrears, ftrenuoufly exerted themfelves 
in its defence. 


But 


PHILIP 11. KING OF SPAIN. 57 


Bur perceiving that, notwithftanding their Bo o« 
moft vigorousefforts, Maurice was makingdaily —_—_. 
progrefs in the fiege, and having no profpeét om 
of deliverance, they liftened to a propofal 
which was made to them by the prince, in 
order to fave time, and agreed to furrender 
the fort for a fum of money equal to their 44... 
arrears *. Immediately after which, confcious 
that they had committed an unpardonable 
crime againft the Spaniards, they enlifted in 
the army of the United States; and as they 
knew that they could not expect quarter in 
cafe they thould fall into the hands of their 
former mafters, they were on many occafions 
of fingular ufe, by the defperate intrepidity 
which they difplayed +. 


By thefe difafters the archdukes were afflict- 
ed in the moft fenfible manner. They received 
information at the fame time, that prince 
Maurice, having on no former occafion excrt- 
ed great diligence in his military prepara- 
tions, was refolved to profecute the approach- 
ing campaign with extraordinary vigour, in 
the hopes of making fome important conquetts 
before the mutineers were perfuaded to return 


* A hundred and twenty-five thoufand guilders. 
+ Triumphs of Naflau, printed 1613. Grotius Hif, 
lib. ix. and Bentivoglio. 
to 
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to their duty. All their endeavours for this 
end had hitherto proved ineffectual. They 
had fome ground to fufpeét that the reft of the 
troops were infected with the fame mutincus 
fpirit, and dresded that many of them might 
be induced to imitate the treacheruus exainple 
of the garrifon of Saint Andrew. 


Tue ftates of the provinces fubject to their 
authority, having been lately convened at 
Bruffels, Albert reprefented to that affembly, 
that, as the fource of all the diforders which 
prevailed was his inability to difcharge the 
arrears due to his troops, it was neceflary they 
fhould grant him an extraordinary fupply. He 
had reafon to expect that ere long he fhould 
receive remittances from Spain; but the de- 
mands of the mutincers mult be immediately 
fatisfied, otherwife there was ground to dread 
that the moft pernicious confequences would 
enfue. 


Tue ftates replied, by expreffing their ap- 
prehenfion of thefe confequences, and by giv- 
ing him the ftrongeft affurances of their at- 
tachment and fidclity; but infinuated that, 
confidering the exhaufted ftate of the pro- 
vinces, and the difficulty which the court of 
Spain had ever found in fupporting fo great a 
nymber of forces, no other effectual remedy 

could 
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could be applied to the prefent diforders but 
an accommodation with the revoited ftates, 


Tuey had conceived hopes at this time that 
an accommiodation might be brought about by 
the mediatéon of ambaffadors, whom the em- 
peror had fent into the Netherlands, in order 
to procure a reftitution of fome towns on the 
German frontier, of which the contending par- 
ties ftill retained the poffeffion. The ambaf- 
fadors found no difficulty in accomplifhing the 
object of their commiffion; and having paffed 
over into Holland, they prevailed on the Unit- 
ed States to fend deputies to Bergen op Zoom, 
to negotiate a treaty with deputies fent thither 
by the archdukes. But the Dutch being unal- 
terably determined to maintain their independ- 
ence, and difcovering the fame diftruft of the 
archdukes, with which they had long been 
actuated towards the Spaniards, the conferences 
were no fooner begun than they were broken 
off; and both parties retired, extremely dif- 
fatisficd with each other. 


White a reconciliation was thus, in vain, 
attempted betwen the archdukes and the 
United Provinces, a negotiation was begun for 
reftoring peace between the queen of England 
and the king of Spain. Sone advances had 
been made for this purpofe to the Lngliih mi- 

niters 
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nifters by the cardinal Andrew, while he was 
governor of the Netherlands, and neither of 
the courts at variance feemed at this time to 
have been inclined to prolong the war. It was 
agreed that a congrefs fhould be held at. 
Boulogne; and minifters were fens thither by 
the contending powers. But this negociation 
Iikewife proved abortive, as the plenipoten- 
tiaries found it impoffible to adjuft the cere- 
monial among them to the fatisfaction of their 
refpective courts, The precedence had, from 
time immemorial, been yielded to the crown 
of England, by the kings of Caftiie and Arra- 
gon; and Elizabeth maintained that it ftill 
belonged to her, notwithftanding the union of 
thefe crowns, and the conqueft of Granada, 
fince Spain, confidered as one kingdom, was 
greatly inferior to England in rcf{pect of anti- 
quity, which was the only ground on which a 
point of this nature could properly be decided, 
But the Spanifh minifters could not perceive 
the force of this reafoning. They claimed the 
precedence on account of the fuperior extent 
and power of the Spanifh monarchy ; and, 
even when Elizabeth, in order to prove the 
fincerity of her pacific difpofition, offered ta 
agree to an equality, they rejected this offer, 
and infifted thar the fuperior dignity of the 
¢eatholic king fhould be recognifed. Yo this 
the 
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the queen as peremptorily refufed her confent; 30 0% 
and, foon afterwards, the plenipotentiaries left aces 
Boulogne. — 


Tuts unexpected iffue of the congrefs was 
matter of grtat joy to the United States. They 
had fuffered much anxiety from the apprehen- 
fion of lofing fo powerful an ally as queen Eli- 
zabeth ; and now, when they were delivered 
from this apprehenfion, they refolved to 
improve to the utmoft the advantages which tnited 
they derived from her alliance, by employ. 3M" 
ing the Englifh forces, and as many of their }'vc 
own, as could be fpared from the defence 
of the frontier towns, in an invafion of 
Flanders. To form this refolution, they were 
encouraged by the mutiny ef the Spanifh 
troops; and they were, at the fame time, ear- 
neftly folicited to carry it into execution by 
the merchants of Zealand, who were extreme- 
ly dehrous of difpofieffing the archdukes of 
the fea-ports in Flanders, which afforded fhelter 
to fome Spanifh thips of war, by which their 
trade had lately received cenfiderable inter- 
ruption. In compliance with their requeft, ic 
was agreed to undertake the reduétion of Nieu- 
port; and, about the middle of June, the 
army, amounting to fifteen theufand fest, and 
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B @ OK two thoufand five hundred horfe, fet fail from 
Ramekins in Walcheren, the place of rendez 
vous, and Janded in Flanders near Ghent: 
After reducing fome fmall forts, prince Mau- 
rice led them towards Bruges, and paffed al- 
moft within reach of the cannon ef that place, 
not without hopes, which proved fallacious, 
that by the fight of fo flourifhing an army, and 
the late difafters which had befallen the arch- 
dukes, the inhabitants might have been indu- 
ced to throw off the Spanifh yoke, and return 
to their former conncétions with the United 
Provinces. 





1600. 


From Brugeshe marched towards Nieuport, 
and, by the way thither, made himfelf mafter, 
with little difficulty, of certain forts called 
St. Albert, Snaerfeerck, Bredene, and Ouden-. 
bourg, in which he left garrifons, with the 
view of retarding the progrefs of* the enemy, 

siegeof  incafe they fhould venture to approach *. He 

Nicupor. then invefted Nieuport by land, while his 
fleet blocked up the harbour ; and, as the town 
was neither very {trong nor well prepared for 
a vigorous defence, he hoped in a few weeks 
to be able to coiripel the garrifon to furrender. 


* Maurice was attended by a number of the deputies of 
the ftates. 


THE 
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Tue archduke, in the mean time, exerted 8 ag K 
himfelf with great activity in his preparations neeeaees 
for an attempt to make him raife the fiege; ; 
and, having had the good fortune to perfuade 
a confiderable number of the Spanifh mutineers 
to return tortheir duty, his army foon amount- 
ed to twelve thoufand foot, and twelve hun- 
dred horfe. Both he and Ifabella, upon the 
firft news of the enemy’s arrival in Flanders, 
had repaired to Ghent, in order to provide for 
the fecurity of that important place, and the 
other towns of the province. The troops were 
ordered to affemble together at Bruges; and 
as in their march thither they paifed near 
Ghent, Ifabella, mounted on horfeback, went 
out to meet them, and rode aleng the lines 
animating and exhorting them, giving then 
repeated affurances that, in future, they fhould 
not have the fame ground as hitherto to com- 
plain of the irregularity of their pay; and de- 
claring that, rather than their demands fhould 
not be fatisfied, fhe would expofe to fale her 
plate and jewels, and deliver up to them the 
funds appropriated to the fupport of her court 
and fervants. This fpeech, joined to her majeftic 
air and manner, produced a powerful effect 
upon the minds of the foldiers, who received 
it with fhouts of high applaufe, and called out 
toher that they were ready to expofe their 
lives to every danger in her defence. Albert, 
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BOOK on this occafion, omitted nothing in his powet 





1600. 


to confirm them in their prefent difpofition, 
and acquainted them that he was determined 
to fight at their head, and to fhare their fortune. 


AcreeaB Ly to this refolution, Having joined 
his army at Bruges, he fet out with it from 
thence about the end of June. His firft objec&t 
was the reduction of the forts above mention- 
ed, in which his fuccefs correfponded with his 
moftfanguine hopes. The garrifons which Mau- 
rice had left in thefe forts, were intimidated by 
the fight cf fo great a force, and after a feeble 
refiftance furrendered them, on condition that 
they fhould be fuffered to depart with their 
arms and baggage. The archduke himfelf 
fubfciibed the cepitulation; but, though his 
intention was fincere, he could not protect the 
garrifon of Snaerfeerck, confifting of two com-= 
panies of foldiers, from the fury of the Spanifh 
mutinecrs, who fell upon them, notwithftanding 
their officers prohibition, and put them all to 
the fword. 


Prince Maurice being at the fame time in- 
formed of the furrender of the forts, which 
he had expected would have held cut much 
longer, and of the near approach of the enemy, 
Was thrown into great perplexity. From his’ 

confidence 
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confiderice of bringing the fiege to a {peedy po OK 


conclufion, he had neglected to fortify his 
camp; the number of his troops was riot fuffi- 
cient to enable hit both to continue the fiege, 
and to oppofe the enemy in the open field; 
and he had eyen reafon to dread, from the ra- 
pidity of their march, that he fhould not have 
leifure, before their arrival, to put himfelf into 
a proper pofture of defence. 


Ix order to retard their progrefs, and to 
gain as much timeas poffible, he immediately 
difpatched his kinfiman, count Erneft of Naf- 
fau, with two regiments of foot, confifting of 
Zealanders and Scots, and four troops of horfe, 
to jieze on the bridge of Leffinger, by which 
the enemy muft pafs in their way to Nieu- 
port. But before count Erneft could reach 
this place, they had advanced, and taken 
poffeffion of it. Erncft, however, knowing 
how neceffary it was to afford time to Mauricc 
to prepare for their reception, refolved, how 
fatal fo ever the confequences fhould prove 
to himfelf and his detachment, that he would 
not retire without fighting: and this generous 
refolution was happily attended with the de- 
fired effect. Albert, believing that Maurice’s 
whole army muft furely be at hand, fpenta 
confiderable time in making the proper dif- 
pofitions for a general engagement. At length, 
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being informed that Erneft’s troops had. re- 
ceived no auginentation fince their firft ap- 
pearance, and that no other part of the enemy’s 
army was in fight, he gave orders for an 
attack. The troops under Erneft kept their 
ground for fome time; but, the-horfe having 
quickly given way, they were overpowered by 
numbe:s, and obliged to retire. In this action, 
upwards of five hundred of the Scots: were 
flain, with many officers of diftinguifhed repu- 
tation *. 


Tue archduke’s hopes were greatly height- 
ened by this fuccefs, and he wrote to ifabella, 
that having with fo great facility difcomfited 
the van-guard of the enemy’s army, he expect- 
ed foon to inform her of the defeat of the 
whole. He judged, however, that there was 
ground to hefitate with regard to the conduct 
which it was proper to purfue ; and, in order 
to aft him in forming his refolution, he called 
a council of his moft experienced officers. 
Gafpard Zapena, a Spaniard of great experi- 
ence, was cf opinion that it was altogether 
unnecefary, and would therefore, in the pre- 
fent circumfiances, be extremely imprudent to 
rifk a battle. The enemy’s general, through 
his confidence of being able to reduce Nieu- 


* Piafecius, p. 112. 


port 
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part before an army could be affembled to 30 OK 
oppofe him; had brought himfelfinto the moft ———= 
dangerous fituation in which he had been ever" 
placed: He durft not; now, in the face of fo 
powerful an army.» continue his operations 
againft thestown. His communicatiori with 
Oftend was intercepted, fince the archduke 
was fortunately fituated between him and that 
place; and; fhould he attempt to make his 
efcape by fea, when his highnefs was ready to 
fall upon him; in the hurry of embarkation; 
the greateft part of his troops muft be cut to 
pieces. He therefore thought that the arch- © 
duke ought not immediately to advance, with 
a defign to attack the enemy; but ought 
rather to take the proper meafures for reducing 
them, without expofing himfelf to the chance 
of a battle; and if he did, he believed, that 
ere long he would be able to oblige the enemy 
to lay down their arms. But whether his 
opinion on this head fhould be rejected or em- 
braced, it was at leaft neceffary that, before he 
advanced any farther, he fhould procure in- 
formation of the fituation of the enemy, of 
which he was entirely ignorant; and, before 
adventuring to attack them, fhould wait fer 
the arrival'of Velafco, who in a few days would 
join him with a reinforcement of three thoufand 


troops. 
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Ts prident council was warmly oppofed 
by the fieur la Barlotte, an old Flemith com- 
mander, of no -lefs experience than Zapena, 
but whofe courage, notwithftanding his ad- 
vanced age, ftill bordered on temerity. He: 
maintained that the prefent favourable oppor~ 
tunity of attacking the enemy ought not to be 
fuffered to efcape; that the archduke would 
find them entirely unprepared for their de- 
fence, intimidated by the rapidity of his ap- 
proach, and difheartined by the defeat which 
their troops, under Erneft of Naffau, had fo 
recentry fuftained ; that, as the advantages he 
mutt derive from thefe circumftances were 
more than fufficient to eompenfate for the want 
of the troops under VWelafco, fo his inferiority 
in number to the enemy was more than covn- 
terbalanced, by the fuperior difcipline anc 
bravery of his troops ;' that his troops were at 
prefent animated with the higheft degree of 
ardour; and that the delaying to lead them 
forward, when they were fo cager to engage, 
would only ferve to damp their alacrity, while 
it would afford leifure to the enemy, either to 
fortify their entrenchments, or to fecure their 
retreat. 


Tuts reafoning was received with high ap- 
plaufe by a great majority of the council ; and 
2 the 
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the faldiers, ‘efpecially the Spanifh mutineers, 3B oO ° Kx 
impatient to advance, could hardly be re- 
ftrained. 1600. 





ALBERT, however, being ftrongly imprefied 
swith a fenft of the folidity of Zapena’s reafons 
for delay, ftill hefitated as to which of the 
counfels given him, he fhould embrace ; when 
chance, which often direéts the moft im- 
portant events, contributed to fix his refolu- 
tion.. The army having a view from their pre- 
fent fituation of the fea-coaft, a great number 
of fhips were feen in their courfe from Nieu- 
port to Oftend. The Spaniards, prepofieffed 
with the idea that the enemy durft not wait for 
their approach, concluded that they had al- 
ready begun their flight, and that, at leaft, a 
part of them were on board the fhips which 
they obferved. Albert himfelf too readily 
yielded to this delufion; and inftantly gave 
orders to his troops to begin their march. He 
was, at this time, only at the diftance of a few 
miles from Nieuport, and as he advanced 
with great rapidity, his cavalry arrived within 
fight of the enemy about mid-day, and his 
whole army about four or five hours before fun- 


fet. 


He foon difcovered how greatly he and his 
officers had erred in their conjeétures with re- 
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BOOK gard to the condué and fituation of the enemy. : 
——— Far from meditating flight, prince Maurice 


1990, 


had ordered his fleet to quit the coaft, and re-. 
tire to Oftend ; by which prudent meafure, he 
at ence gave his army proof of the confidence 
which he repofed in them, and redOced them 
to the alternative of death or victory. He 
had withdrawn all troops from the fiege, ex- 

cept a number which he judged fufficient to 

reftrain the fallies of the garrifon. He had 
advanced to a little diftance from the town, 

partly to encourage his troops, by fhewing that 

it was not with reluctance that he had refolved 

to accept of battle; and partly becaufe the 
fituation of the ground was more convenient 

for drawing them up in the order whichhe moft 
approved. 


Besipes his Duteh forces, he had fevera] 
regiments of Britifh, French, and Swifs, com- 
inanded by officers of diftinguifhed merit, who 
had acquired the moft confummate knowledge 
of the military art in the civil wars of France, 
and in the Netherlands; and thefe men, he 
well knew, from long experience, would exe- 
cute his orders with equal fkill and yalour. 


He thought it neceflary, however, to en- 
courage ard animate the troops, and for this 
perpofe, he rode from rank to rank, reminding 

chem 
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them that were ebout to engage - with an 
eacmy who were not only inferior in numbers, 
and fatigued with their march ; but who, in the 
manner of their approach, had given proof of 
~extreme temerity; that it entirely depended 
on themfelves whether they fhould return to 
their country and their friends, crowned with 
glory and victory, or be cut to pieces by an 
enemy over whom they had often triumphed, 
and have their names for ever covered with 
infamy. From his confidence in their bravery, 
he had ordered the tranfports to leave the 
coaft; and he now led them on to battle, 
under a conviction that they would follow the 
example which he would fet before them, and 
refolve either fo die or conquer. Thefe ex- 
hortations were every where received with the 
moft joyful acclamations ; and the whole army 
feemed to be animated with that intrepid {pirit 
which he wifhed to infpire. 


He gave the command of his van-guard to 
fir Francis Vere, that of his main body to the 
count of Solins, and of the rear-guard to 
Oliver Vander Temple, lord of Corbeck. He 
diftributed his cavalry, commanded by count 
‘Lewis of Naffau, partly in the front, and partly 
on the flanks: and having taken no particular 
ftaticn to himfeif, he was at liberty to go 

¥ 4 from 
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BQOK from place to place, wherefoever he found his 
——— pprefence neceflary, He was accompanied by 
Hor: his brother, the celebrated prince Frederick 
Henry, who was only fixteen years of age * 5 

and by the duke of Holftein, the prince: of 

Anhalt, the count of Coligni, lord’Grey, and 

fir Robert Drury, grandfon of the famous ad- 

miral of that name, and by feveral other 
noblemen of the firft rank, in the different 
proteftant {tates in Europe, who had lately 

come into the Netherlands to improve them- 


felves, by his leffons and examples, in the art of 
war. 


Havine drawn pp his army upon the downs 
by the-fea fhore, and planted his artillery on 
fome of the higheft of the little hills of fand 
of which the downs are formed, he refolved, 
jn that pofture, to wait for the enemy's ap- 
proach. Albert was greatly difappointed, 
when he found him fo well prepared for his 
defence; and he was fomewhat difcouraged 
when he obferved, that from the pofition he 
had made choice of, the Spanifh army would 
have both the fun and the wind in their face : 
the latter of which circumftances he dreaded 


* Maurice urged his brother to go by fea to Oftend, 
but Henry infifted that he fhould be permitted to remain, 
and to fhare his brother’s fate, 


would 
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would prove particularly inconvenient, from 0oK 
the light fandy foil on which they were about __"_. 
to engage. It was not, however, too latetoen- © 
tertain the thoughts of a retreat ; and his troops 

were as confident and as eager and impatient 

for the combat as before. They had long 
cherifhed a contempt of th enemy ; and they 

were now heard in all the ranks uttering threats, 

that they would give no quarter to any of the 

heretics, except prince Maurice and his bro- 

ther, whom they would referve to adorn the 

triumph of their general. 


Tue battle was begun by the Spanifh ca- -ooimehed 
valry, under Mendoza, admiral of Arragon, mae 
who endeavoured to gain the flank of the 
Dutch army, by advancing along the fands 
between the fea and the downs; but Maurice, 
having forefeen that this might be attempted, 
had made provifion againft it by planting 
cannon on the fands, and ordering fome of his 
Ships of war to approach the fhore as near as 
poffible, Mendoza was therefore unable to 
effectuate his purpofe, and was obliged to 
retire, after haying fuftained confiderable 
flaughter. 


In the mean time, the two armies, after a 
difcharge of their artillery, having advanced 
within mufket-fhot of each other, the Englith 

forces 
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BOOK forces in the van, under fir Francis Vere, were 





atoo, 


attacked by the Spanifh mutineers, who, in 
order to retrieve their honour, difplayed on this 
occafion the moft defperate intrepidity. The 
Britith troops received their affault undaurteé, 
and for fome time withftood their fury; their 
general had his horie fhot under him, and was 
twice wounded. Still, however, he maintained 
his ground, refufing to give any attention to 
his wounds, till his brother, fir Horatio Vere, 
arrived with frefh troops to his relief. Thefe 
troops, while engaged in combat with tlie 
mutincers, having been vigoroufly attacked in 
flank by the Spanifh cavalry, were thrown in- 
to diforder, and many of them began to fy 
towards the fhere, 


But the battle was inftantly reftored. Prince 
Maurice, having divided his army into batéa- 
Jions, ordered two of thofe which compofed 
his main body to advance; and by them, the 
Spaniards were in their turn compelled to re- 
treat, and time afforded to the Britifh troops 
to rally. In fupport of the Spaniards, the arch- 
duke brought forward his Walloon and Irifh, 
and with their afiftance, the mutineers would 
once more have regained their fuperiority, had 
not Maurice, without delay, led on another 
frefh battalion, confifting of Swifs, and of 
shofe Walloons who had furrendered to him 

the 
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the fort of Saint Andrew. The Britith forces. 8 0.0K 
likewife returned to the charge;_and foon after 
the whole of both armies, horfe’ Fad. foot, were °° 
engaged from one wing to the others 





Tux Dutch cavalry, commanded by count. 
Lewis of NaWiaey;—avho-ia-ehts battle highly 
diftinguifhed himfeif by his a¢tivity and va- 
lour, provedin every rencounter an overmatch 
for that of the enemy, and having broken their 
ranks, droye them. with great flaughter from 
the field of battle, 


Tue combat was better fupported by the 
Spanifh infantry; where Albert himfelf was 
prefent, expofing himfelf to every danger, and 
fometimes mingling with the foremoft comba- 
tants. His troops in every quarter gave 
proof of the moft determined bravery. The 
battle had Jafted for more than three hours; 
during which time, notwithftanding the fatigue 
of their rapid march from Liffingen, they 
had fought without intermiffion, and often 
repulfed the frefh battalions of the enemy, 
From the beginning they had been cxtremely 
incommoded with the fun and wind in their 
face, and {till more with the duft or fand. The 
Durch artillery too had kept up a conftant fire 
upon them during the whole engagement, and 
having been not only planted on higher and 

firmer 
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BOOK firmer ground, with planks under it, to prevent 


1 


——— it from finking in the fand, but better ferved 


oO. 


and more fixilfully directed, it had made great 
havock among the Spanifh troops. Still, hgw- 
ever, they preferved their ranks, and feenecd 
determined fooner to lay down their livess-than 
yield to an enemy --witonr-they* had heen fo 
much accuftomed to defpife. Albert had made 
feveral attempts to get to the windward of the 
enemy, but had been as often prevented by 
the prudent precautions and vigilance of prince 
Maurice. At length, having thrown off his 
helmet, that he might be the more eafily 
diftinguifhed by his men, he received a wound 
in the ear with a pike, and was obliged to re- 
tire. Through fome accident, his horfe, which 
was confpicuous, fell into the hands of the 
enemy. His troops obferved this, and believ- 
ing that he himfelf had been taken prifoner, 
or killed, were greatly difheartened. They 
ftill kept their ranks; but in the languor ot 
their exertions, they gave manifeft fymptoms 
that both their ftrength and courage had begun 
to fail. 


Tuts abatement of their vigour. did not 
efcape “the vigilant eye of Maurice, who in- 
ftanily refalved to improve the advantage 
which it afforded him; and for this purpofe, 
having collected the whole force, he renewed 


the 
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the affault upon the enemy in front, with his 8 o OK 

infantry, and with his cavalry in flank. It 

happened, at the fame time, that the Spanifh **°> 

gazine of gun-powder, defigned for the ufe 

ofthe artillery, took fire. The Dutch cavalry 
“availed ther thentfelves of the confufion which this 

accident oceMiomd, «ind 2 puined forward with 

irrefiftible force, crying out, Victory! victory ! 

This cry being inftantly communicated to the 

reft of the army, animated them with redoubled 

ardor. The Spaniards, unable any longer to 

refift their fury, gave way on every fide, and 

falling foon after into confufion, betook them- 

felves to fight. The victors purfued for fome 

time, and put great numbers to the fword; 

but the night coming on, the prince gave 

orders for founding a retreat. His troops, he 

knew, muft be exceedingly exhaufted and 

fatigued, as they had taken no food fince the 

morning, and, almoft the whole day had either 

ftood under arms, or been engaged in battle ; 

befides that, he was well acquainted with the 

intrepid fpirit of the enemy, who might rally 

and return when he was unprepared for re- 

fiftance, and moft cf his troops employed in 

the purfuit. For this reafon, he felected fuch 

of them as had fuffered leaft from the fatigue 

which they had undergone, and ftationed them 

as a guard to the reft of the army, who re- 

mained all night on the field of battle. 


Tue 
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T Hz contemporary hiftorians differ widely ti 
their accounts of the number of the flain; Ov 
the part of the Spaniards, Reidan, an hiftorian 
who is generally well informed, fays that it 
amounted to five thoufand, but Grotius makes 
it only three thoufand; while the lofs on the 
fide of the victoss did. nor excesu one thou- 
fand: and the greateft part of thefe; he fayss 
were of the Englifh troops, who diftinguifhed 
themfelves by their intrepidity in this engage~ 
ment, and had eight of their captains killed, 
and all the reft wounded, except two. 

Tue Britifh officers were almoft the only 
perfons of diftinéticn who, fell in the army of 
the ftates; but in that of the army of the 
archduke, befides fo great a number of his beft 
troops, Zapena, and colonels Baftock, de Laffo, 
D’Avalos, and many other officers of great 
merit, were either kilied in the field of batde, 
or died afterwards of their wounds. The ad- 
miral of Arragon and De Vigtiar were taken 
prifoners; and the count de Boucquoi, Bar+ 
lotta, and many others, wounded, and rendered 
Jong unfit for fervice. All the Spanifh artil- 
lery, baggage, and provifions, with more than 
a hundred ftandards, fell into the hands of the 
victorious army *. Such was the battle of 

Nicuport, 

* Among the Italians who fll in this batte, the cards 


nai Bertiveglio mentions his brothe; and. his nephew, two 
young 
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Nicuport, or, as it is fometimes called, the Bo ox 
battle of the Downs, the event of which ae 
proved fo extremely different from what the 
confidence of the Spaniards and their generals 
hd prompted them to expect. Their defeat 
was, no doybt, partly owing to the difadvan- 
tages tmdos.which they fought; although it 
was acknowledged by all parties that nothing 
could furpafs the prudence, vigour, and intre- 
pidity, which prince Maurice difplayed from 
. the beginning to the end of the engagement. 
His fkill in the fiege of fortified towns had 
long been highly celebrated; but it now ap- 
peared that he was equally poffeffed of all the 
other talents which form a confummate gene- 
ral, and all Europe at this time refounded 
with his praife *. 





1600, 


AcserT, having left the field of battle im- 
mediately after feeing his troops give way, 
arrived on the fome night at Bruges, whence 
he foon after fet out for Ghent, and was there 
received by Ifabella, with the fame firm and 
mafculine fpirit which fhe had difcovered upon 


young noblemen, about twenty years of age, who had 
lately entered into the fervice of Spain, and were much 
regretted on account of their youth and bravery. 

* Grotius, lib. ix, Bentivoglio, part. iii, lib. vi. The 
heroie acts of prince Maurice, printed in the year 1613. 
Piatesii Chronica Geft. in Europa finguiarium, an. 1600. 

the 
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00K the various reports : that had reached her;: firft 
of his being killed, and afterwards of his being 


s€ce. 


wounded and taken prifoner. He returned 
next day to Bruges; and there.employed him- 
felf in collecting his feattered troops, 


Prince Mauriee,in the mean diane; had res 
tired on the next day -after the battle to 
Oftend, to recruit his army in a place of fafety, 
and to confult with the deputies whom the- 
ftates-general had fent thither to affift him 
with their advice. His enterprize againft 
Nieuport was a meafure which the ftates them- 
felves had firft fuggefted, and which Maurice 
had undertaken at their defire. It does not 
appear that he himfelf had approved of this: 
meafure, and it was ftrongly condemned by 
his kinfinan, count William of Naffau, whom 
the Dutch hiftorians celebrate as a perfon tf 
the moft confummate prudence. 


To lead the army fo far into the enemy’s 
country as Nieuport, trufting to an event fo 
extremely uncertain as the continuance of the 
mutinous fpirit of the Spanifh troops, William 
had reprefented as a rafh and dangerous enter- 
prize, by which the exiftence of the common. 
wealth would be expofed to imminent danger 
for the fake of acquiring a fingle town. That 


even 
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even akhough they fhould conquer Nieuport, ® © 0 K 
yet the great expence of defending’a place at > 
fo. great a diftance from them would more than 
counterbalance all the advantages they could 

deNye from the pofleffion of it; and that, if 

the archduke thould be able to appeafe the 
mutineet3,~ de army of the fates might fuffer 

a defeat, or they might be reduced by famine, 

as the fupplying them with provifions would 

entirely depend on the winds and waves. 


Ts Esz apprehenfions had hitherto been hap- 
pily difappointed ;. but from the events which 
had fallen out, it manifeftly appeared how 
much reafon there had been for entertaining 
them. The mutineers had eafily been per- 
fuaded to return to theirduty. The archduke 
had in due time collected a fufficient force ; 
and if he had liftened. to the counfel that was 
given him by Zapena, and “waited for the 
arrival of Velafco, without precipitating an 
engagement, the army of the ftates would pro- 
bly have either been obliged to lay down their 
arms without fighting, or in the hurry of at- 
tempting to get on board their fhips, the 
greater part of them would have been de- 
ftroyed. 


Tue deputies, after the defeat of their troops 
at Leffinguen, had come to be, in fome mea- 
Vou. L G ‘fure, 
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fure, fenfible of the error into which the ftates 
had been betrayed ;. and, from that time till 
the victory was fully decided, they had been 
difquieted with the moft dreadful apprehen- 
fions. From thefe apprchenfions they yere 
now happily delivered; but bejng ftifl im- 
preffed with a fenf ofthe danger’ which they 
had fo narrowly efcaped, they thought thar, 
notwithftanding the great advantage they 
had obtained, there was ground for hefitat- 
ing whether it was expedient to perfevere 
in the plan of operations that had been be- 


gun. 


Tury gave proof on this occafion, by the 
flownefs of their deliberations, how much 
wifer it had been on the part of the ftates to 
have left prince Maurice at perfect liberty, 
with regard to the conduét of the war, than to- 
require him, as they had done, to follow the 
opinion of men, who, from their ignorance of 
military affairs, were fo extremely ill qualified to 
advife. They differed widely in their opinions 
from each other; and while fome thought that 
the army ought immediately to return to 
Nieuport, dthers were of opinion that it ought 
rather to penetrate into the interior parts of 
Flanders. The former of thefe opinions at 

length 
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length prevailed;. and, on the fourth or fifth 
day after the battle, the fiege of Nieuport was 
refumed. 


= meafure ought either not to have been 
adopt d, or carried fooner into execution. The 
archdukes having exerted great aétivity in re~ 
pairing the faults which he had committed, 
had fent Velafeo *, with a reinforement to the 
garrifon of Nieuport of two thoufand five hun- 
dred men, who having marched with great 
expedition, had entered the town before prince 
Maurice had invefted it. The operations how- 
ever of the fiege were renewed ; but the gar- 
rifon, after making fome vigorous fallies on the 
befiegers, foon convinced prince Maurice, that 
he could not juftly expect to reduce them be- 
fore the archduke would arrive with another 
army, which he was collecting together for 
their relief. 


Moven by this confideration, and dreading 
that he might foon be again involved in the 
fame danger, from which he had fo recently 
efcaped, he raifed the fiege, and having led 
back his troops to Oftend, he put them oa 
board the tranfports which the ftates had pro= 


* Bentivoglio, Grotius. Thuanus fays it was Barlot- 
ta, and not Velasco. 
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vided for that purpofe, and returned to Hol- 
land; judging it impra@icable, on account of 
the difficulty of his fituation, in the heart of 
the enemy’s country, to derive any advantage 
whatever from the decifive vi€tory he had eb- 


tained * 


Tue greateft part of the feafon fit for action 
ftill remained; but both parties were greatly 
exhaufted with the exertions which they had 
already made, and no other memorable tranf- 
actions pafied during the courfe of the prefent 


year t 


* Bentivoglio, Thuanus, lib. exxiv, &c. 

Before he embarked, Maurice made an attempt to re- 
duce a Spanith fort in the neighbourhood of Oftend, called 
St. Catherine ; ‘but in this too he was difappointed by the 
vigour and attivity of Barlotta, who by forced marches 
arrived with a confiderable body of forces, betore the 
ptince had time to make any progrefs in the fiege. Bar- 
lotta himfelf however loft his life on this occafion. He 
was a native of Luxemberg, and had prattifed furgery in 
Paris, where having been employed in his profeffion by 
eount Charles of Mansfeldt, when he commanded the 
Spanifh troops in France, the count took an attachment to 
him, and gave him a commiffion among his troops. He 
foon diftinguifhed himfelf by his aftivity and enterprize, 
obtained the highef military honours, and was confidered 
as one of the ableft officers in the fervice of Spain. His 

low birth, joined to his native arrogance and prefumption 
procured him many enemies amang his inferiors and 
equals ; but the archduke was fincerely forry for his death 

+ Davila, &c. p. 77. ch. ix. 

I In 
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In Spain, the operation of the feyeral caufes 

of decline, above mentioned, was at this time 
fenfibly felt in every department of the ftate. 
Cymnplaints were heard all over the kingdom 
oni thé negle& of agriculture and the decay of 
manufaGtares ; and great numbers of the peo- 
ple, being without employment, were reduced 
to a {tate of indigence, which rendered it im- 
poffible for them to contribute their proportion 
of the taxes and fupplies. 


SEveERAL councils were held to confider of 
the proper remedies for thofe evils; but the 
duke of Lerma, and the other Spanifb mini- 
fters, appear to have been extremely ignorant 
of the caufes from which they proceeded, They 
fuppofed them to have arifen principally from 
the f{carcity of money: and this they afcribed 
partly to the great quantities of plate that were 
employed in the churches, and in the houfes 
of the rich, and partly to the exportation of 
gold and filver for the purchafe of foreign ma- 
nufactures, 


Buz as no expedient occured at prefent to 
prevent the latter of thefe practices, while the 
manufactures of Spain were at fo low an ebb, 
they refolved immediately, if poffible, to put a 


to the progrefs of the former ; ; and, with 
G 3 * this 
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B o ©X this view, a royal edict was publifhed, requiring 


a 


oe all churches, corporations, and individuals of 


whatever rank within the kingdom, to deliver 
upon oath, to certain magiftrates who were 
med, an exact inventory of all the plate, “whe: 
ther gold or filver, in their poffeffion.- In the 
body of the ediét this reafon for the publication 
was affigned, that from the information which 
his majefty had received, there was ground to 
believe the quantity of the precious metals in 
plate and in church utenfils to be fo enormous, 
that if it were converted into coin, and circula- 
ted througout the kingdom, it would be found 
fufficient to reftore the nation to that happy 
ftate of wealth and profperity which it had for- 
merly enjoyed; andthat, for this reafon, the 
kinghad, with the advice of his prefent coun- 
fellors, refolved, not only to prevent the far- 
ther increafe of plate, but afterwards, under the 
fevereft penalties, to prohibit the exportation 
of it to foreign ftates, 


Bur it was foon found impracticable to 
carry this edict, which would not probably 
have been in any degree produétive of the ad- 
vantages propofed by it, into execution. The 
clergy were highly incenfed becaufe the facred 
utenfils were comprehended in it; and, both 
in writings and harangues. from the pulpit, 

they. 
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they reprefented the edié&t as an attack upon 3 00% 
the privileges of the church. ‘Neither Philip, 
noFis minifter the duke of Lerma, had refo~ 
lution to contend againft an order of men 
‘whom. they dreaded, and whofe favour they 
had been dbove all things folicitous to ¢onci- 
liate. Their defign was therefore fuddently 
relinquifhed, and no other attempt made, on 
the prefent occafion, to remedy the diforders 
which prevailed. 





abox. 


Ir was not probable that any effectual re- 
medy could be applied to them, till peace 
fhould be eftablifhed with England and the 
United Provinces. Notwithftanding which, it 
was judged neceflary, for the reafons formerly 
mentioned, to continue the profecution of the 
war againft both thefe powers, without regard 
to the prejudice which from thence the mo- 
narchy was likely to fuftain*. Orders were 
given for the equipment of a fleet to fupport 
the catholics of Ireland in their rebellion againft 
Elizabeth ; and both money and a reinforce- 
ment of Italian and Spanifh troops were fent 
into the Netherlands, 


Tue archduke had at the fame prevailed upon 
the ftates affembled at Bruffels to grant him 


* Gonfalez Davila, lib. ik. cap. 9. 
G4 much 
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BOGE such greater fupplies than formerly; and 

— thefe he employed in making numerous levies 
in Germany, and the Walloon or fouthern 
provinces. The enemy however was fooner 
prepared to take the field. Prince Maurice, 
having drawn his army out of winter quarters 
early in the fpring, and ordered them to ren- 
dezvous in the neighbourhood of the fort of 
Schenck, feemed for fome time to intend an 
attack on Bois le Duc; but it foon appeared 
that his real defign was to attempt the re- 
duétion of Rhinberg; the poffeffion of this 
important place being necefflary in order to fa- 
cilitate the expulfion of the Spaniards from 
Guelderland, a part of which was {till fubject 
to their authority. 


Tue. archduke no fooner received intelli- 
gence of his defign, than he ordered count 
Herman of Berg to fet out with a body of 
troops to reinforce the garrifon; but be- 
fore the count had time to execute his com- 
miffion, Maurice had drawn lines of circum- 
vallation round the place, and fortified the ap- 
proaches to his camp in fuch a manner, as 
rendered all accefs impratticable. Albert had 
therefore no other expedient for faving Rhin- 
berg left, but to make a diverfion, by attack- 
ing fome important place belonging to the 

United 
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United States, in the hopes that Mauricé Bo o« 
mighybe thus induced to abandon his prefent . 
“Enterprize. 





1601. 


Ar the earneft requeft of the people of 
Flanders, he refolved to lay fiege to Oftend ; 
the garrifon of which place, though fomewhat 
checked by adjacent forts, had been able to 
make incurfions into the heart of the province, 
and often laid the inhabitants of the open 
country under*the moft burthenfome contribu- 
tions, 


Tue ftates of this province, notwithftanding 
the peculiar hardfhips under which they labour- 
ed, had difcovered great alacrity in raifing 
their preportion of the fupplies lately granted 
to the archkude; and they now promifed ftre- 
nuoufly to exert themfelves in furnifhing him 
with every thing neceflary for carrying on the 
fiege with vigour. 


.Sucw were the motives by which Albert 
was influenced in forming his refolution to 
undertake the fiege of Oftend; the moft ha- 
zardous enterprize in which he had ever been 
engaged, and which was attended with more 
important confequences, than any other which 
occurs in the hiftory of the Netherlands, 
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Ostenp ftands on the fea coaft, in a marfhy 
foil, and almoft furrounded with carfalsy two 
of which being much larger than the reft, and 
communicating with the fea, receive fmaller 
veffels at all times, and at high-water admit 
of fhips of a confiderable magnitude. . It was 
an open fifhing town, tillthe year 1572, when 
it was firft fortified with a palifade by the duke 
of Alva. Atthe pacification of Ghent, the in- 
habitants having thrown off the Spanifh yoke, 
the fortifications were fo much ftrengthened 
and augmented by the United States, that the 
duke of Parma, who invefted it in the year 
1583, defpairing of fuccefs, abandoned his en- 
terprize, and could never afterwards be perfuad- 
ed to refume the fiege. 


Ostend is divided into two parts, called 
the Old and the New Town. The former of 
theft is wathed by the fea, againft the ravages 
of which it is fecured by a ftrong fortification, 
formed of huge and well compacted beams or 
palifades ; and the latter was defended by,a 
wall flanked with baftions, and the canals al- 
ready mentioned, to which there had lately 
been added a covered way, fortified with nu- 
merous redoubts. As, from the fituation of 
Oftend, on the coaft of Flanders, it afforded 
a convenient fhelter to-the fhips of the United 

Provinces, 
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Provinces, the ftates had ever been extremely BOOK 
folicisous for its‘prefervation. They had fpared 
no expence in rendering the fortifications as 
complete as poffible, and befides a numerous 
garrifotraander the command of an experien- 
ced officer, they had always kept it richly 
furnifhed with provifions and military ftores. 
Nor was thefe the only circumftances which 
had deterred the duke of Parma from renew- 
ing his attempt againft it. He confidered, 
what was of much greater importance than 
even the ftrength of the place, that while 
the Dutch preferved their fuperiority at fea, 
the garrifon might contine to receive what- 
ever fupplies and reinforcements they fhould 
ftand in need of, till his ftrength and refources 
being exhaufted, he fhould be compelled to 
raife the fieze. To this confideration, the 
archduke feems not to have paid that attention 
which it merited. He did not poffefs the 
fame military fkill as the duke of Parma, and 
could not therefore fo clearly perceive the 
difficulties he muft encounter jn his intended 
enterprize. He was not by nature bold or 
rath; yet frome the facility of his: temper, he 
was apt too readily to adopt the rafh impru- 
dent meafures that were recommended by his 
counfellors ®. 


* Vide Bentivoglio, Le Clerc, and Grotius, Thuanus, 
lib. vi. p. 76, &c. 
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BooKk Havine fet eut. with hismmeyous army 
a about the end of June, he began ‘his pperitions 
1601. = apainft Oftend on the 4th or gth of July. 

Prince Maurice, in the mean tine, who fecret- 

ly rejoiced to obferve his enemy engage’in fo 
dangerous an undertaking, perfifted: in the 

fiege of Rhinberg; and in a few weeks, not- 
withftanding the moft vigorous defence on the 

Rhiobery part of the garrifon, he compelled them to 


capit alates. capitulate ° 





ae Bur the attention of both parties was now 
almoft totally engroffed by the fiege of Oftend ; 
where Charles Vander Noot the governor, be- 
fore the befiegers had time to complete their in- 
trenchments, liad fallied out upon them, and 
killed upwards of five huadred men. This 
unfortunate beginning, however, did not de- 
ter the archduke from the profecution of his 
enterprize. . 


Havinc_taken the neceflary precautions to 
prevent the future fallies of the garrifop, and 
ftationed onc part of his troops in the downs, 
to the weftward of the town, and the reft of 
them on the fouth and eaft, Me foon opened 
his batteries, and began a furious. cannonade 
in every quarter. But his diftance from the 
body of the place, occafioned by the canals, 

ditches, 
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dicches, and other outworks, which the in- BooK 
duftry of the befiegers had greatly murkiplied, 7% 
rendered his. fire of {mall effet; and’fhowed 

“him thet it tasft long remain impoffible to 
compel the garrifon to furrender, unlefs he 
could preyent them from receiving reinforce- 
ments and fupplies by fea. 


In this opinion he might have been con- 
firmed by the proof which the United States 
had lately given, how much they were deter- 
termined to exert themfelves with vigour in 
the defence of the place. Though Vander 
Noot was an officer whom they highly efteem- 
ed, yet they had taken from him the chief 
command, and given it to fir Francis Vere, 
who, next to prince Maurice, was the moft 
renowned of all their generals, for his military 
prudence and capacity; and to engage Vere 
to accept of this command, they had confent- 
ed to the felecting the flower of the Engplith 
forces, for a reinforcement to the garrifon. 
They had, at the fame time, fent to Oftend a 
copious fupply of military ftores and provifi- 
ons; and were unanimous in refolving that, 
‘whatever it fhould coft them, they would de- 
fend the town to the laft extremity. 


Tuas refolution and vigour which the ftates 
had begun to difplay, drew the attention of 
all 
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all Europe to’ the operations of this important 
fiege; and with. the- permiiffion of the ftates, 
the town was vifited by many iluftrives fo- 
reigners, from: Germany, Denmark, France 
and England *, who were led there by curio- 
fity, to view fointerefting a fcene of action, 
and the defire of being thereby enabled more 
clearly to comprehend the relations of thofe 
military atchievements which they expected to 
be performed by the contending parties. 


Tue archduke had ground for much folici- 
tude, with regard to the final iffue of his enter- 
prize; but he could not now defift, without 
expofing himfelf to reproach and ridicule ; and 
therefore he applied himfelf with redoubled 
ardor to the profecution of the fiege. 


Ir might be brought to a period, he imagin- 
ed, either by carrying. it on in the ordinary 
form, by mines, batteries, and affaults, or by 
rendering himfelf mafter of the entrance of 
the canals, and thereby inter¢epting the com- 
munication of the garrifon by fea with the 
United Provinces. He ought maturely.to have 
confidered which of thefe two. methods of 
procedure was the moft likely to: prove effec- 
tual, and to have confined his attentioh to one 


* As the duke of Holface, the ‘king of Denmark’s 
brother, the earl of Northumberland, and others. 


of 
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of chem, without fuffering it to be diverted by Book 
the other. But inftead of this, he employed 
‘Fits forces, fometimes in carrying on attacks 
upon the enemy’s entrenchments, and fome-~ 
times in attempting to block up the canals; 
and, ~by this divifion of his ftrength, as the 
fiege was protracted to an enormous length, fo 
it was attended with an immenfe expence of 
blood and treafure. 





1601. 


For feveral weeks his principal obje& was 
to approach ftill nearer than where his bat- 
teries were firft opened to the fortifications 
of the towm. The garrifon, on the other 
hand, omitted nothing in their power that 
could obftruét his approach. They adventured, 
on fome accafions, to fally out, and to attack 
the befiegers {word in hand: and in the mean 
time, they laboured indefatigably in cafting 
trenches,. and raifing new redoubts, wherever 
they apprehended there was danger of the 
enemy’s attempting an affault. An inceffant 
fire was all the while kept up from the Spanith 
batteries on the one hand, and the fortifica- 
tions on the other; and great numbers were 
killed on either fide. 


Ar length the archduke, perceiving that 
his operations were not attended with the fuc- 


cefs which ke expected, had recourfe to the 
other 
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BOOK other expedient above mentioned, and employ- 
—-— ed great part of ‘his forces in attempting to 
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obftruét the entrance of the canals. One of 
them was the entrance to the harbour, and 
here he began his operations. But, as all the 
ground to a confiderable diftance_froxti the 
fhore was fand, no mound which he formed of 
ix, could fuftain a battery, or refift the violence 
of the waves. He was therefore obliged to 
collect together, from the neighbouring towns, 
a great quantity of huge beams, of which and 
bricks he refolved to form a dyke at the 
mouth of the canal. The beams were driven 
deep into the ground, then bound together, 
and the intermediate {paces filled with bricks, 
Of this fort of building one was piled upon 
another, till the whole was raifed to a fufficient 
height; after which, being planted with a 
numerous battery of cannon, the enemy’s fhips 
found all accefs to the harbour utterly imprac- 
ticable. 


Bur the hopes which Albert had from 
thence conceived of being able to reduce the 
rown by famine, were quickly fruftrated by 
the ingenuity and great exertion of the go- 
vernor and garrifon. They inftantly applied 
themfelves to enlarge the mouth of the other 
canal-which pafied through the heart of the 

town, 
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town, and foon rendered it capable of receiv. 29°F 
"img: the largeft fhips. 
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Tue archduke however did not defpair of 
being ~gble to deprive them of this refource; 
and he imfnediately began the fame fort of 
operations at the entrance of this canal, 4s 
thofe by which he had made himfelf matter of 
the other. Ac firft, his‘troops and pioneers 
proceeded ‘with great alacrity, as they were 
fheltcred from the fire of the befiegers, by a 
dyke which had been-raifed to defend the 
town againtt the encroachments of the fea. But 
the garrifon refolved to forego the advantage 
which they derived from their defence; and 
having ftrengthened their fortifications as well 
as they could, by ftakes, huge ftones, and 
other materials fitted to repel the fury of the 
waves, they demolifhed the dyke, and.as by 
this expedient the Spanifh works were ex- 
pofed to the artillery of the town, and a great 
part of the adjacent country laid under water, 
the archduke was obliged to draw off his 
troops to a greater diftance,.,and to have re- 
courfe to -other meafures, which required 
greater experience and time to carry intd exe- 
cution. 


In the mean time, the ftates-general of the 
United Provinces held frequent conferences 
Vox. I. H to 
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to confider how they might beft improve the 
leifure which they enjoyed, while the Spanifiy 
army was detained before Oftend. They wifhed 
to have made an attack on che ifland of Cad- 

fant, and afterwards to have undertaken the 
reduction of Sluys. But at the-prefent junc- 
ture, they had neither the mcney nor the troops 
which prince Maurice thought neceflary for fo 
difficult an enterprize. The flower of their 
army had, after the taking of Rhinberg, been 
fent to Oftend; and the great expence which 
attended the defence of that place had almoft 
exhaufted their finances. Much time was fpent 
in deliberating, and various expeditions were 
propofed. At length, towards the end of 
Oétober, when the feafon of action was nearly 
elapfed, they formed the refolution of under- 
taking the fiege of Bois le Duc, the garrifon 
of which important place, they underftood, 
amounted only to three hundred men. 


In obedience to their commands, though 
extremely diffident of fuccefs, prince Maurice 
immediately began his march, and having 
arrived before the place on the firft of No- 
vember, he judged, that, confidering the great 
extent of the fortifications, the garrifon mutt 
foon find it neceffary to capitulate, provided 
he could prevent the entrance of more troops. 
With this view, he inftantly began to draw 

3 lines 
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lines of circumvallation round the town, and 8 is K 
‘at Grft, this work was carried on with great 
rapidity. But foon afterwards, it was retarded 
by a violent froit, which happened, this year, 
much @oner than ufual: and the archduke 
had time to fend a large detachment of his 
army, above a thoufand of which forced their 
way into the town, before the entrenchments 
were complete ; while the. reft lay at a little 
diftance fromm the prince’s camp, with the de- 
fign of embracing an opportunity that might 
offer, of annoying him. Sill, however, he 
perfifted in his defign: but as the froft conti- 
nued daily increafing in violence, and put an 
entire ftop to his operations, he complied with 
the defire of the deputies of the ftates, who, as 
ufual, attended him in the camp, and raifed the 


fiege *. 
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Maurice had no fooner retired from Bois End of Né- 
le Duc, than Albert, having recalled his = 
troops, refumed his operations; which had 
been fufpended during their abfence, againft 
Oftend ; and in a few days after he had ground 
to entertain the hope of being able to termi- 
nate the fiege. The fortifications of the town 
next the fea lad lately fuffered confiderable 
prejudice from the fury of the waves; and the 


* Metern, lib. xxii. Grotius, lib. x. Bentivoglio, &c. 
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BOOK garrifon, through ficknefs and defertion, and 
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the great numbers killed by fatigue and the 
inceffant fire of the beliepers, was reduced 
from eight thoufand to between two and three 
thoufand men. Sir Francis Vere bed given 
repeated notice of his diftrefsful “fimation to 
the United States: but till the raifing of the 
fiege of Bois le Duc, they had no troops which 
they could fpare; and after troops were pro- 
cured, aud put on board the tranfports, they 
were prevented from failing by contrary winds. 
About the fame time, the archduke had order- 
eda fclect body of forces to pafs over the har- 
bour at low-water in the middie of the nighr, 
who fet fire to a temporary defence, compofed 
of huge piles of faggots and other combutti- 
ble inaterials, which had been placed at the 
foot of the rampart, on the north fide of the 
town, to prevent the further encroachments of 
the fea. ‘The fire burnt furioufly for three 
days ard nights, bafiling all the attempts of 
tie garrifon to extinguifh it. The rampart 
was thus much weakened, that a greater num- 
ber of men were neceflary for its defence. In 
the midift of this diftrefs, tiie governor receiy- 
ed notice that the archduke had been affidu- 
oufly employed in preparing for a gencral 
affaulr, and would certainly carry his defign 
into execution on the next day, or, at fartheft, 
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on the day immediately following. Vere, 
though poffeffed of the moft unqueftionable 
courage, was too fenfible of the prefent weak- 
nefs of the garrifon and fortification, and too 
well acqwainted with the perfeverance and in- 
trepid fpirit of the Spanifh troops, not to be 
alarmed with the danger which threatencd 
him; and, in order to avert it, he made ufe 
of an expedient to which a brave man will 
hardly, even when neceffity requires it, have 
recourfe, Without any ferious intention of 
capitulating, he fecretly fent over to the arch- 
duke an officer, to fignify that he was ready to 
treat with him for the furrender of the town. 
Albert, fufpe&ting no difimulation, gladly 
liftened to this propofal, and hoftages were 
inftantly exchanged. TIe came foon, however, 
to entertain fome doubt of the geverncr’s 
fincerity, and urged, him withour delay, to 
propofe his terms. This the governor, by 
employing different pretexts, found means to 
defer from day to day, till a reinforcement of 
troops which he had expected arnved from 
Zealand. This reinforcement confiilled only 
of five companies, amounting to four hundred 
men. But finding that the archduke could 
not be any longer deceived, and having already 
gained fufficient time to repair the breaches in 
the rampart, he fent them word, that fince }is 

He miafters 
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he could not now, confiftently with his honour, 
confent to give up the town. 


As Vere had begun this tranfaction-without 
communicating it to his officers, fome fufpi- 
cions were at firft entertained of his fidelity by 
all fuch perfons as were averfe to a furrender ; 
and the ftates-general were not entirely fatif- 
fied, either with the duplicity he had employ- 
ed, or the example which he had given of en- 
tering into a treaty with the enemy, without 
the knowledge of his council of war. But no 
perfon had fo much reafon to be offended as 
the archduke, who, though he did not hefitate 
to fend back the hoftages, was both incenfed 
and mortified when he confidered how he had 
been deceived by an enemy, whom he might 


probably have compelled to lay down his 
arms *. 


Tue fortifications of the place were now more 
fecure than formerly, and the garrifon had 
been reinforced. Still, however, being moved 
by pafion more than the probability of fuc- 
exfs, he refolved to execute the defign which 
the hopes of a capitulation had induced him 
to lay afide, and give orders for a general 


* Jfhe had improved the opportunity which he had loft, 
affault, 


PHILIP III. KING OF SPAIN. 103 


affault. He intended to make his principal 8 takin 
attack on the weft, near the harbour, which ———~ 
had been for fome time in his poffeffion; but, aces 
in order to divert the enemies attention and 

divide their forces, he refolved at the fame 

time to make attacks in other quarters, and 

gave the command of a body of troops, def- 

tined to act on the eaft fide, to the celebrated 

count de Bucquoi; having committed the ex- 

ecution of his principal defign to Auguttin 

Mefcia, an experienced officer, and governor 

of the citadel of Antwerp. 


Earty in the morning he began to play off January 
his batteries, and kept up a furious cannonad- — 
ing in every quarter till mid-day, when, the 
tide having gone back, Mefcia led forward 
the Spanifh troops. They were drawn up in 
a compact body, forty men in front, and the 
foremoft ranks clothed in complete armour, 
followed by the mutketeers and others, who 
were provided with fcaling-ladders, and what. 
ever elfe was judged neceffary, either for ac- 
quiring or fecuring poffeffion of the rampart. 

They advanced acrofs the old harbour, in 
which there was between three and four feet 
water, with great ardour and the moft deter- 
_ mined intrepidity ; but the garrifon were well 
prepared for their defence, The governor 

H 4 had 
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B oo K had beforehand ordered the cannon to -be re- 
——.— moved from that part of the fortifications 


360. 
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where he expected their principal attack, and 
in their place had planted-feven large mortars, 
which were -loaded with ftones, flints, byllets, 
and other inftrumeiits of mifchief. . He had 
likewife inftruéted thofe to whom he had 
committed the charge of thofe mortars, to keep 
up their fire till the enemy fhould approach. 
‘Yhis order was well obeyed, and the Spaniards 
had almoft reached the foot of the rampart, 
when the mortars were difcharged, and made 
dreadful havock among the foremoft ranks: a 
great number was killed and wounded, and 
the ranks were thrown into confufion. Sull 
however they continued to advance, thofe who 
were behind pufhing forward thofe who were 
before, till the greater part of them were fo 
near that eveiy ftroke and fhotof the befiegers 
did certain. execution. The night came on, 
yet the Spaniards feemed {till determined to 
perfift. ‘To prevent a furprize, the governor 
ordered a great number of fires to be lighted 
up within the rampart, and the battle continu- 
ed to be as bloody and defparate as before. 


T ue Spanifh troops at the fame time crowded 
together in the harbour, ready to advancé to 
fill up the places of thofe who fell; when the 
. governor 


PHILIP Ill..KING OF SPAIN. 105 


governor had recourfe to an expedient which 8 OOK. 
he had meditated from the beginning. There —— 
were two fluices within the fortification, one *°* 
of which ferved in the time of: ebb to 
keep the water in that part of the canal 
which lay within the town, and the other 
to reftrain it in that part which ran up 
into the country. Having ordered both thefe 
fluices to be opened, fo great. a quantity of 
water was poured into the harbour, that many 
of the Spaniards were carried down by the 
violence of the ftream and drowned; while 
many others, attempting to fave themfelves by 
Jaying hold of the pallifades on the rampart, 
were flaughtered by the enemy. The arch- 
duke had cominanded his cavalry to keep clofe 
in the rear of the infantry, to prevent them 
from having recourfe to flight. Jt was thus 
rendered impoffible for the latter to make their 
retreat fo foon as neceflity required: and by 
this means they were obliged to ftand expokd 
to the fire of the befiegers, long after it was 
manifeft that their moft vigorous efforts could 
bé of no avail. A part of the cavalry having 
entered the water, with a defign to obftruct 
the violence of the current, feveral horfes with 
their riders were hkewife drowned, and Mefcia 
at length found it neceflary to give the fignal 
ct 
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of retreat. The affailants having been equally 
unfuccefsful in every other quarter, were obli- 
gedto abandon the affault. In this rafh and 
defperate enterprize, about fourteen hundred 
of the Spaniards and Italians were eitheg_killed 
or drowned, among whom were feveral perfons 
of the firft rank, while the lof of the befiegers 
amounted only to forty killed, and a {mall num- 
ber wounded *, 


Tue archduke would have renewed the 
affault on the fecond day after his repulfe, but 
was prevented by a mutiny of his Italian and 
Spanifh troops, who were highly exafperated 
at the barbarous, and what they deemed dif- 
graceful manner in which they had been ufed. 
They bit-erly complained that they had been 
treated like flaves or brutes, and nut like 
foldiers of unqueftionable bravery, when they 
were compelled by the cavalry to ftand ex- 
pofed to the enemy’s fire, after the fluices be- 
ing opened, it was rendered impoffible for 
them to advance. They complained that this 
meafure, which had been adopted without con- 
fent of the council of general officers, was 
contrary to every rule of war, and they declar- 
ed, that fince they had not been treated as 


* Meteren, liv. xxiii, Grotius, lib. xi. ab initio. Ben- 
tivog. part. iii. lib. vi. 
fol- 


